December 2yyy
Dear Friend,
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Like me, you’re already looking at the 2yyy calendar and scheduling events specifically for the men of your church. Before you make any final 2yyy plans, I simply wanted to share something I experienced in September at a men's event held at Young Life's Wild Horse Canyon camp just outside Antelope, Oregon (about 295 miles from downtown Seattle).

It was a "boot camp" using material from John Eldredge's million selling book, Wild at Heart - Discovering the Secret of a Man's Soul. It was fantastic attending a men's retreat with some of our church guys and actually feeling that I (as a pastor) was ministered to. 

The Washington & Oregon men behind "Boot Camp Northwest" are all lay people—guys who simply sensed God's calling to share what they learned after attending Wild At Heart events in Colorado taught by John Eldredge and the "Ransomed Heart Ministries" team. In fact, the speaking team for BCNW has enrolled and re-enrolled in several of Ransomed Heart's ADVANCED TRAINING camps so they might lead other men "in the path of restoration and life." You can read their personal bios at www.bootcampnw.com.


The BCNW team does this part time; and after meeting and speaking with most of BCNW's leaders in September, I found myself moved by their sincerity and vision. These laymen, with marketplace careers, pour themselves into this fledgling ministry's semi-annual men's events for the simple reason of seeing
the hearts of Christian men come more fully alive in Christ.

Honestly, this event was unlike any men's “retreat” I've ever attended. I can attest that God moved in a powerful way in my OWN life…and I witnessed Him move in the lives of dozens of other guys that September weekend. Some of our own men were markedly changed and are still talking about the deep healing and spiritual freedom they experienced nearly three months ago. THAT is a powerful testimony to what God does at one of these events.

The next basic "Boot Camp Northwest" event is now scheduled for Mmm dd-dd, 2yyy (Thursday evening through Sunday afternoon) at [the same Antelope, Oregon Young Life Camp]. “Boot Camp” IS THE RETREAT that we're promoting for the men at our church in 2yyy. I just wanted to share with you what I know about "Boot Camp Northwest" in case you weren't aware of it and before you finalized your 2yyy men's retreat plans.

Though they operate on a shoestring budget, the BCNW guys are hoping to upgrade their communication regarding these events; so you may get something in the mail from them in the future. I’m also certain one or more of these men would be happy to meet with you personally as they did with me prior the “boot camp” in September. Above all, I just wanted you to have an early heads-up and share with you my own experience (oh, and the Young Life Wild Horse Canyon camp where the event was held is incredible - check it out at the Web link below).
If I can answer any questions, please e-mail me at [john@thechurch.org] or call [360.555.1212].

Blessings to you,

John
Men's Ministries Pastor
P.S. No, I'm not working for the "Boot Camp Northwest" guys - I simply want to share something with you that had a profound impact on me. I’m confident it will impact you, your ministry, your church and the lives of its men as well. 

www.bootcampnw.com
http://sites.younglife.org/camps/Wildhorse/default.aspx









